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How are all baby animals alike?  
They all sleep! Find out about different  

sleeping places.

LEVEL B



Describe Connections 
Between Ideas 

Connect Text  
and Pictures 

Talk Together

As we read, we look for 
how ideas in the text are 
connected, or how they 
fit together.

As we read, we think 
about what ideas from 
the text are shown in 
the pictures. We use 
the pictures to help us 
understand what we  
are reading.

Describe Connections  
between Ideas  

Connect Text  
and Pictures

•	What do the pictures show?

•	How do the pictures help 
you understand the text?

•	What do you learn about  
each baby animal?

•	What connections do  
you notice?

The        and the        are 
connected.
They are connected because        .
Another connection I notice  
is        .

The pictures and words        .
The picture on page        helps 
me understand        .

I have another idea. I think        .
       is another example.

Talking Tools

See Talking Tools on the inside back cover for support with talking about the text.

See Reading Tools on the inside front cover for support with thinking about the text. 

Reading Tools
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These baby owls 

s leep in  a tree.
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These baby b i rds 

s leep in  a nest.
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Talk Together
•	Try to add to your  

friends’ ideas. 

•	Point out details when 
you talk about the text.

Collaborative Conversations
Use the We Talk graphic organizer. 

	 What did you learn about in this book?

	 How are the different sleeping places 
alike? How are they different?

What do you think?

16
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Sleeping Baby Animals

Grade K • Level B
Report

Summary: All baby 
animals sleep. They 
sleep in different 
places, such as trees 
and nests. Some 
even sleep in their 
mother’s pouch!

Vocabulary: 
connections, 
diagram, nest, den, 
burrow

Session 1 RI.K.3, SL.K.1

Previewing the Text
Ask students to read the title, author credit, and back cover. Read with them as 
needed.

	Let’s use all the information on the front and back cover and think 
about what we think this book is about. Who would like to start our 
discussion?

I think the book is about baby animals and how they sleep.

Prompts below increase in level of support from low to high. Use as needed.

Support Comprehension
Front and Back Cover

Expand Academic Language
Front and Back Cover

Think about the book title and the 
pictures on the front and back cover. 
What do you think these animals are 
doing? So what do you think we will 
learn about in this book?

We can say: From the cover and back 
cover we found out that this book 
will be about... Now can you try 
sharing your ideas like this?

Let’s reread the title and back cover 
again. Also look again at the pictures. 
Let’s work together to figure out 
what this book will be about.

From our discussion, we can say: 
We found out that this book will be 
about baby animals and how they 
sleep. Let’s try it together...

Reading the Text
Introduce the Session 1 lesson focus and ask students to read pages 2–5.

	This book is about different animals. We’re going to look for 
connections between the animals in the text. As you read, think about 
what the animals in the book have in common.

Talk
Session1 Talk to make connections 
between ideas using academic 
language. (SL.K.1) 

Session2 Talk to discover how 
photographs help add meaning to a 
text using academic language. (SL.K.1) 

Session3 Compare and contrast 
ideas using academic language; ask 
questions to clarify understanding. 
(SL.K.4) 

Purposeful 
Talk

During collaborative 
conversations, nudge 
students to provide 
evidence for their 
thinking by saying,

What makes you say 
that?

Read
Session1 Describe the 
connection between ideas or 
pieces of information in a text. 
(RI.K.3)

Session2 Describe the 
relationship between illustrations 
and the text. (RI.K.7)

Session3 Compare and 
contrast ideas in a text. (RI.K.3)

Program Authors: 
Maria Nichols and Lori Oczkus
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2 Sleeping Baby 
Animals

Reading the Text (continued)
Discuss pages 2–5 with students.

	Who wants to tell us what you read about the connections between these 
animals?

The animals are all babies. They are all sleeping.

Support Comprehension
Making Connections

Expand Academic Language
Making Connections

We are looking for connections. Let’s 
think about what these animals have 
in common, or how they are the 
same.

We can use the word “connection” to 
talk about what these animals have 
in common. Can you share your ideas 
again using the word “connected”?

One connection between the owls 
and birds is that they are both 
sleeping in a tree. What is another 
connection between them?

Can we say: The owls and birds are 
connected because _____.

Turn back and read pages 2 and 4. 
Work together to figure out what 
is happening and what the animals 
have in common.

I will put our ideas together. Then 
we can all try. The owls and birds are 
both babies. They are both sleeping.

If students can apply the learning focus, have them read pages 6–15. If not, use the 
Think Aloud above to provide additional modeling.

Discussing the Text
Ask the Wow! question to help engage students in the conversation. Then use 
academic language to discuss connections.

	When we have finished reading, we can think about the connections in the 
book so that we can better understand important ideas. What important 
ideas did you learn about the animals in this book?

They were all babies. They all sleep. There are many different places where baby 
animals sleep.

Support Comprehension
Important Ideas

Expand Academic Language
Important Ideas

Let’s talk together about what the 
animals have in common.

We can put these ideas you shared 
together in one idea by using the 
words ______are all connected 
because they ______. Now you try.

What did you see in the pictures? 
Talk about what the animals were all 
doing.

We can put your ideas together and 
say, “The animals are all connected 
because they are all babies and 
they are all sleeping.” Now let’s try 
together.Turn back and look again at the 

diagram on page 14. How can this 
help us make connections about 
what these animals have in common?

As you wrap up the discussion, remind students that thinking about connections in a 
text can help us understand an author’s important ideas.

Responsive 
Support

Sentence Frames

Model language 
structures as 
necessary and allow 
students tentative use 
of these structures.

To fuel students’ 
engagement, give 
them an opportunity 
to react in an open 
way. Ask:

What did you find 
most interesting?

Wow

Think 
Aloud

Let me 
reread this part to 
you. On pages 2–3 I 
read that baby owls 
sleep in a tree. I saw 
a photograph of two 
baby owls sleeping. I 
also read about two 
birds on page 4. I can 
make the connection 
that these birds are 
also babies and they 
are sleeping too, like 
the owls.
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Session 2 RI.K.7, SL.K.1

Returning to the Text
Ask students to summarize by telling what they think the book was mostly about.

Rereading the Text
Explain the Session 2 lesson focus to students before rereading.

	Today, let’s focus on how the photographs add to what we read. Remember 
that a photograph is a picture. The photographs included in a book can give 
us more information about what the author wants us to know.

Discussing the Text
Encourage a conversation about the relationship students found between the text 
and the photographs.

	What words did you see on page 6? How does the photograph on page 7 
help you understand what you read?

Work with students to understand the relationship between the photographs and 
the book. Remind them that together they help us better understand the book.

Academic 
Language

Photographs

The pictures and 
words ___.

The picture on 
page ___ helps me 
understand ____.

Session 3 RI.K.3, SL.K.4

Collaborative Conversations
Use the What Do You Think? prompts in the student book to launch the 
collaborative conversation. Students can use the We Talk graphic organizer (p. 4) to 
help frame their thinking.

The Talk About Books Guidebook provides support for facilitating 
these conversations.

What do you think?
Analyze Facts by Comparing and Contrasting
What did you learn about in this book?
I learned that rabbits lived in the ground.

I learned that baby animals sometimes sleep in a group together.

How are the different sleeping places alike? How are they different?
The sleeping places are alike because they all have baby animals in them. All 
animals need to sleep.

The sleeping places are different because they are in different places. One is in a 
tree, and one is in the snow.

Talk Together
I have another idea. I think ___.

___ is another example.

Write About It

After the conversation, 
have students 
construct a written 
response to the 
second What Do You 
Think? prompt.

(W.K.8)

Photographs

“den” (p. 8) image 
of foxes in a den (p. 
9), “burrow” (p. 10) 
image of rabbits in a 
burrow (p. 11)
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Name                                       Date                     
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What do you think now?
Did your friends change your thinking?

Sleeping place 2:

Sleeping place 1:

Take notes about two of the sleeping places. Then talk 
about how they are the same and different.

Sleeping Baby Animals


